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Harry S. Truman, ig$o Sept. 22 [254] 


,„ 2 ; ns t a Dr. Mario T'ianctto. Has tnat 

-o:ae to your attention? f 

president. No, it hasn’t — no, it hasn t. 
[;6.] Q. Mr. President, I perceive the 
-icscnce in the room of a group of distin- 
guished journalists from! many foreign coun- 
ty. Do you wish to make any comment 
vith reference to their visit.herc? 
the president. I am more than happy that 
ihcy are here. I expect to meet them all after 


this press conference is over, and ask them 
how they liked the greate.t show in Wash- 
ington. [Laughter] 

[Faust here] 

Reporter: A little brief .today— 1 thank you. 
the president. That’s fill right! 

note: President Truman’s twb hundred and fortieth 
news conference was held in flic Indian Treaty Room 
(Room 474) in the Executive Office Building at 
zbgo a.m. on Thursday, September ax, I 95 ^« 



Veto of the Internal Security Bill. 


Vi 

September 22, 1950 

'f 0 the House of Representatives: 

I return herewith, without my approval, 
H.R.'949°» tkc proposed "Internal Security 
Act of 1950.” 

I am taking this action only after the most 
jerious study and reflection and after con- 
sultation with the security and intelligence 
igendes of the Government. The Depart- 
ment of Justice, the Department of Defense, 
the Central In telligence Agency, and the 
DepartmenTof"State have all advised me that 
die bill would seriously damage the security 
and die intelligence operations for which 
they are responsible. They have strongly ex- 
pressed the hope that the bill would not 
become law. 

This is an omnibus bill containing many 
different legislative proposals with only one 
thing in common: they are all represented 
to be “anti-communist.” But when the 
many complicated pieces of the bill are 
analyzed in detail, a starding result appears. , 

H.R. 9490 would not hurt the commu- 
nists. Instead, it would help them. 

It has been claimed over and over again 
that this is an "anticommunist” bill — a 
“communist control” bill. But in actual op- 
eration the bill would have results exactly 
the opposite of those intended. , 


It would actually weaken our existing in- 
ternal security measures and would seriously 
hamper the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion and our other security agencies. 

It would help the communists in their 
efforts to create dissension and confusion 
within our borders. 

It would help the communist propagan- 
dists throughout the world who are trying to 
undermine freedom by discrediting as hypoc- 
risy the efforts of the United States on behalf 
of freedom. 

• Specifically, some of the principal objec- 
tions to the bill are as follows: 

x. It would aid potential enemies by re- 
quiring the publication of a complete list of 
vital defense plants, laboratories, and other 
installations. 

2. It would require the Department of 
Justice and its Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion to waste immense amounts of time and 
energy attempting to carry out its unwork- 
able registration provisions. f x 

3. It would deprive us of the great assist- 
ance of many aliens in intelligence matters. 

4. It would antagonize friendly govern- 
ments. 

. 5. It would put the Government of the 
United States in the thought control business. 
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